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				[image: Members of the Moraine Valley Community College Speech and Debate Team are competing at nationals. (Supplied photo)]
					

	

			

		    
			
		
			

		
		
			
			
			
									
														Moraine Valley Speech and Debate Team headed to nationals to defend title											

									
								
											
By Bob Bong					
																		  |  
												
			April 10, 2024						
									

				
				
				
				
									
    When the Moraine Valley Community College Speech and Debate Team heads to the Phi Rho Pi National Tournament in Reno, Nevada, for nine days this month, they’ll have a target on their back as incoming consecutive champions. But they’re ready. “Last year’s team was amazing. Everyone was on their A game. This year is a…






				
				
				
				
			

			
					


			



	






		
		
		
					
    					
				
	
				[image: Part of the roof collapsed after an attic fire Saturday afternoon at 7613 W. 60th St. in Summit. (Supplied photos)]
					

	

			

		    
			
		
			

		
		
			
			
			
									
														Summit attic fire displaces 4 families											

									
								
											
By Bob Bong					
																		  |  
												
			April 9, 2024						
									

				
				
				
				
									
    By Bob Bong A fire Saturday afternoon in Summit left four families without a home. One firefighter was injured fighting the attic fire at 7613 W. 60th St. He was treated for a shoulder injury at Advocate Christ Medical Center in Oak Lawn and released. No other injuries were reported. “We had a three-story apartment…



				
				
				
				
			

			
					


			



	






		
		
		
					
    					
				
	
				[image: Teacher aides Julyssa Gaytan (left) and Rebeka Tovar were thrilled to witness the eclipse at Argo High’s football stadium. (Photo by Steve Metsch)]
					

	

			

		    
			
		
			

		
		
			
			
			
									
														‘Impressive and beautiful’ eclipse wows Argo students											

									
								
											
By Steve Metsch					
																		  |  
												
			April 9, 2024						
									

				
				
				
				
									
    By Steve Metsch Argo High School freshman Nicholas Kokarczyk was feeling pretty good after his solar eclipse debut. “I’ve never seen one personally. It looks like a big frowny face now,” Kokarczyk said around 2:15 p.m. Monday. “It’s better than I expected.” Kokarczyk, 14, of Justice, was joined by roughly 1,900 of his fellow students…



				
				
				
				
			

			
					


			



	






		
		
		
					
    					
				
	
				[image: Bridgeview Village Trustee Kalid Baste said the pro-peace resolution passed by the board sends a message. (Photo by Steve Metsch)]
					

	

			

		    
			
		
			

		
		
			
			
			
									
														Bridgeview condemns wars around globe in new resolution											

									
								
											
By Steve Metsch					
																		  |  
												
			April 9, 2024						
									

				
				
				
				
									
    By Steve Metsch As village officials noted, warring factions in the Middle East and elsewhere probably don’t care much about what happens at the Bridgeview Village Hall. But the village board still took a strong stance against war at its latest meeting. At their April 3 meeting, trustees unanimously approved a resolution that affirms that…



				
				
				
				
			

			
					


			



	






		
		
		
					
    					
				
	
				[image: Cardinal Blase Cupich presented a nine-minute homily during Mass on Sunday at St. Cletus Church in La Grange. (Photos by Steve Metsch)]
					

	

			

		    
			
		
			

		
		
			
			
			
									
														Cardinal Cupich celebrates Mass on ‘a special day’ at St. Cletus											

									
								
											
By Steve Metsch					
																		  |  
												
			April 9, 2024						
									

				
				
				
				
									
    By Steve Metsch After waiting patiently in line, Indian Head Park resident Tim Kyzivat enjoyed a rare chance to visit with Cardinal Blase J. Cupich. Kyzivat, 77, was among several hundred people who attended the 11 a.m. Mass said by the Archbishop of Chicago at St. Cletus Roman Catholic Church in La Grange on Sunday.…
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														Photo caption: White Castle closes at 79th and Pulaski											

									
								
											
By Tim Hadac					
																		  |  
												
			April 9, 2024						
									

				
				
				
				
									
    For more than half its 103-year history–since November 1964, to be exact–White Castle has sold its signature sliders and more from its restaurant at 7912 S. Pulaski. That run ended last weekend, as the restaurant closed for good. A spokesman for the Ohio-based company said staff would be offered employment at other White Castle locations.…



				
				
				
				
			

			
					


			



	






		
		
		
					
    					
				
	
				[image: Swallow Cliff Chapter Regent Audra Gray (from left), Natalia Muzurek from Stagg High School, Nathan Christopher Powers from Oak Forest High School, Kristina Elizabeth Raloff from Tinley Park High School, Jamal Awadalla Morad from Oak Lawn High School, Swallow Cliff Chapter Good Citizens Chairman Malinda Clickner-Pocznok, and Illinois State Good Citizens Chairman Lynn Gray. Not pictured are Theresa Brady from Evergreen Park High School, Jahaziah Renee Morris from Chicago Christian High School, and JohnAnthony V. Alvarado from Shepard High School. (Supplied photo)]
					

	

			

		    
			
		
			

		
		
			
			
			
									
														Swallow Cliff Chapter NSDAR awards students											

									
								
											
By Bob Bong					
																		  |  
												
			April 5, 2024						
									

				
				
				
				
									
    At its February meeting, Swallow Cliff Chapter, National Society Daughters of the American Revolution, held its annual Youth Awards program to honor the DAR Good Citizens Award winners. Seven local high schools nominated outstanding seniors to be candidates for the DAR Good Citizens Award. To be eligible for this award, students had to demonstrate the…
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														Evergreen Park to hold hearing on proposed cannabis dispensary											

									
								
											
By Bob Bong					
																		  |  
												
			April 4, 2024						
									

				
				
				
				
									
    By Joe Boyle Evergreen Park residents and community leaders will get an opportunity to weigh in on a request to open a cannabis dispensary in their village. A public hearing on the request will be held at 6:30 p.m. Monday, April 15, in the board room of the Village Hall, 9418 S. Kedzie Ave. A petition has…



				
				
				
				
			

			
					


			



	






		
		
		
					
    					
				
	
				[image: Evergreen Park Community High School, 9901 S. Kedzie Ave., announced that science teacher, Bryn Zingrebe, has been named to the Illinois State Board of Education Teacher of the Year Cohort as its 2024 Outstanding Early Career Educator. (Supplied photos)]
					

	

			

		    
			
		
			

		
		
			
			
			
									
														EPCHS science teacher named a Teacher of the Year											

									
								
											
By Kelly White					
																		  |  
												
			April 4, 2024						
									

				
				
				
				
									
    By Kelly White Evergreen Park Community High School takes pride in its incredible educators. The high school, 9901 S. Kedzie Ave., announced that science teacher, Bryn Zingrebe, has been named to the Illinois State Board of Education Teacher of the Year Cohort as its 2024 Outstanding Early Career Educator. “When I think about it, I…



				
				
				
				
			

			
					


			



	






		
		
		
					
    					
				
	
				[image: Kenneth George, a 2001 Shepard High School graduate, has been named the new Director of Bands at the high school, 13049 S. Ridgeland Ave., Palos Heights. (Supplied photo)]
					

	

			

		    
			
		
			

		
		
			
			
			
									
														Shepard welcomes alum as new band director											

									
								
											
By Kelly White					
																		  |  
												
			April 4, 2024						
									

				
				
				
				
									
    By Kelly White Shepard High School welcomed on one of its own to fill the shoes of former band director, Christopher Pitlik. Kenneth George, a 2001 Shepard High School graduate, has been named the new Director of Bands at the high school, 13049 S. Ridgeland Ave., Palos Heights, upon the retirement of longtime director, Pitlik…



				
				
				
				
			

			
					


			



	






		
		
		
					
    					
				
	
				[image: Palos Area Chamber of Commerce President Todd Probasco chats with Mayor Bob Straz before he gives his State of the City address on March 26. (Photos by Dermot Connolly)]
					

	

			

		    
			
		
			

		
		
			
			
			
									
														Palos Heights considers TIF district for business corridor											

									
								
											
By Bob Bong					
																		  |  
												
			April 4, 2024						
									

				
				
				
				
									
    By Dermot Connolly The Palos Heights City Council is considering creating a tax-increment financing district to generate funding to update the Harlem Avenue business district. Mayor Bob Straz discussed that during a wide-ranging State of the City address to the Palos Area Chamber of Commerce on March 26 in the Palos Heights Recreation Center. Palos…



				
				
				
				
			

			
					


			



	






		
		
		
					
    					
				
	
				[image: The Green Team of Palos Heights is planning a Clean Up Day on Saturday, April 13. (Supplied photos)]
					

	

			

		    
			
		
			

		
		
			
			
			
									
														Green Team of Palos Heights plans Clean Up Day											

									
								
											
By Kelly White					
																		  |  
												
			April 4, 2024						
									

				
				
				
				
									
    By Kelly White The Green Team of Palos Heights does just what its name implies and works hard to keep the city green and beautiful. “The mission of the Green Team is basically to raise awareness and educate the community about environmental efforts that protect and restore the environment in our community, recognizing that sharing…
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														Remodeling continues at Water’s Edge in Worth											

									
								
											
By Bob Bong					
																		  |  
												
			April 4, 2024						
									

				
				
				
				
									
    By Joe Boyle Renovations continue at the Water’s Edge Golf Course in Worth with remodeling of the clubhouse currently taking place. The Worth Village Board had previously approved a contract with General Contractors Inc., of Palos Hills, for remodeling portions of the Water’s Edge Golf Course Clubhouse. The cost of the remodeling will not exceed…



				
				
				
				
			

			
					


			



	






		
		
		
					
    					
				
	
				[image: City officials and Starbucks representatives held a ceremonial groundbreaking for a new Starbucks at 64th and Cicero Avenue. ]
					

	

			

		    
			
		
			

		
		
			
			
			
									
														Starbucks breaks ground near Midway Airport											

									
								
											
By Bob Bong					
																		  |  
												
			March 29, 2024						
									

				
				
				
				
									
    By Bob Bong City officials including Mayor Brandon Johnson and Ald. Marty Quinn helped break ground last week on a new Starbucks slated for Southwest Side land that has stood empty for 40 years. The ceremony was held on March 22 at 6413 S. Cicero Ave. The land used to be a gas station and…



				
				
				
				
			

			
					


			



	






		
		
		
					
    					
				
	
				[image: Signage has been removed from the Freddy’s Frozen Custard and Steakburgers, which closed on March 7. (Photos by Jeff Vorva)]
					

	

			

		    
			
		
			

		
		
			
			
			
									
														Comings & Goings: Freddy’s closes in Orland Park											

									
								
											
By Bob Bong					
																		  |  
												
			March 29, 2024						
									

				
				
				
				
									
    By Bob Bong Freddy’s Frozen Custard and Steakburgers closed its doors in Orland Park for the last time on March 7 and all of the signage has been removed. No reason for the closing was given on the restaurant’s Facebook page and an email to Freddy’s corporate offices went unreturned. Phone calls and emails to…



				
				
				
				
			

			
					


			



	






		
		
		
					
    					
				
	
				[image: After he was sworn in as fire battalion chief, Jason Yerkovich shakes hands with Bridgeview Mayor Steve Landek. (Photo by Steve Metsch)]
					

	

			

		    
			
		
			

		
		
			
			
			
									
														New Bridgeview battalion chief credits crew											

									
								
											
By Bob Bong					
																		  |  
												
			March 29, 2024						
									

				
				
				
				
									
    By Steve Metsch Jason Yerkovich, who has spent 15 years working for the Bridgeview Fire Department, may have a new job title but is giving credit where he says it is due. At the March 20 village board meeting, Yerkovich was promoted to battalion chief. He had been a lieutenant. “I told my crew (that)…
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														McCook murder suspect pleads not guilty to all charges											

									
								
											
By Steve Metsch					
																		  |  
												
			March 29, 2024						
									

				
				
				
				
									
    By Steve Metsch As expected, the man charged with the February murder of a Blue Island man in McCook pleaded not guilty in court Monday morning. Meanwhile, the victim’s family is coping as they try to come to grips with their loss, a brother-in-law said. Damon Cheronis, the defense attorney representing Sisto A. Brito, said…



				
				
				
				
			

			
					


			



	






		
		
		
					
    					
				
	
				[image: And they’re off! Excited children race to gather plastic eggs at the annual Lyons Easter Egg Hunt held Sunday in Cermak Park. (Photos by Steve Metsch)]
					

	

			

		    
			
		
			

		
		
			
			
			
									
														12,000 Easter eggs gone in five minutes											

									
								
											
By Steve Metsch					
																		  |  
												
			March 29, 2024						
									

				
				
				
				
									
    By Steve Metsch Five-year-old Xander Young was justifiably proud of his first time running with the big kids at the annual Easter Egg Hunt sponsored Sunday by the village of Lyons. “I liked it because there were prizes inside,” he said of each plastic egg. A couple of dozen eggs were in the stroller occupied…



				
				
				
				
			

			
					


			



	






		
		
		
					
    					
				
	
				[image: Countryside Mayor Sean McDermott walks in the annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade on March 2. (Photo by Steve Neuhaus)]
					

	

			

		    
			
		
			

		
		
			
			
			
									
														Countryside’s McDermott channels his inner Eagles											

									
								
											
By Steve Metsch					
																		  |  
												
			March 29, 2024						
									

				
				
				
				
									
    By Steve Metsch Countryside Mayor Sean McDermott thanked those who participated and attended the city’s eighth annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade that was held March 2, and had a nod to a classic rock band, too. “We had a great turnout, a beautiful day,” McDermott said at the March 13 city council meeting. The parade…



				
				
				
				
			

			
					


			



	






		
		
		
					
    					
				
	
				[image: The Obbie’s Pizza sign will remain a familiar sight on Archer Avenue. Taking time out for a photo are new owner John Caputi; his son, Giovanni; and Obbie’s longtime managers, Jim Triak and Jeff Twaragowski. --Photo by Cosmo Hadac]
					

	

			

		    
			
		
			

		
		
			
			
			
									
														Obbie’s Pizza to stay ‘unique and delicious’											

									
								
											
By Tim Hadac					
																		  |  
												
			March 28, 2024						
									

				
				
				
				
									
    . New owner vows to serve same popular menu .  By Tim Hadac Archer Avenue’s long-time king of pizzerias will continue to rule. Same recipes at Obbie’s Pizza, 6654 W. Archer. Same pizza and ingredients. Same pasta, broasted chicken, shrimp, perch, Italian beef/sausage/meatball sandwiches, sides and pop. Same seasoned, Middleby Marshall pizza oven built in…
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				[image: Regulators weigh future of gas industry in Illinois, while clamping down on Chicago utility]
					

	

			

		    
			
		
			

		
		
			
			
			
									
														Regulators weigh future of gas industry in Illinois, while clamping down on Chicago utility											

									
								
					
																	
			April 10, 2024						
									

				
				
				
				
									
    By ANDREW ADAMS Capitol News Illinois aadams@capitolnewsillinois.com CHICAGO – Natural gas is fueling a fight between consumer advocates, a powerful utility company and the state. Amid competing advertising campaigns, accusations of mismanagement and state decarbonization efforts, the Illinois Commerce Commission is starting a process that will shape how the state regulates the increasingly controversial industry. …



				
				
				
				
			

			
					


			



	






		
		
		
					
    					
				
	
				[image: Capitol Briefs: State allocates additional $14M for grocery startups]
					

	

			

		    
			
		
			

		
		
			
			
			
									
														Capitol Briefs: State allocates additional $14M for grocery startups											

									
								
					
																	
			April 10, 2024						
									

				
				
				
				
									
    By ALEX ABBEDUTO & COLE LONGCOR Capitol News Illinois news@capitolnewsillnois.com Grocery startups can now apply for funding allocated in last year’s $20 million Illinois Grocery Initiative aimed at preventing and eliminating food deserts in Illinois. The Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity, which is administering the grants, is currently accepting applications in the second round…



				
				
				
				
			

			
					


			



	






		
		
		
					
    					
				
	
				[image: Pritzker names Sen. Ann Gillespie new head of state insurance oversight agency]
					

	

			

		    
			
		
			

		
		
			
			
			
									
														Pritzker names Sen. Ann Gillespie new head of state insurance oversight agency											

									
								
					
																	
			April 9, 2024						
									

				
				
				
				
									
    By PETER HANCOCK Capitol News Illinois phancock@capitolnewsillinois.com SPRINGFIELD – Gov. JB Pritzker on Monday announced a change in leadership at the agency in charge of regulating the state’s insurance industry. State Sen. Ann Gillespie, D-Arlington Heights, will take over as acting director of the Illinois Department of Insurance starting April 15, replacing Dana Popish Severinghaus,…



				
				
				
				
			

			
					


			



	






		
		
		
					
    					
				
	
				[image: Capitol Briefs: State allocates additional $14M for grocery startups; announces first awardees]
					

	

			

		    
			
		
			

		
		
			
			
			
									
														Capitol Briefs: State allocates additional $14M for grocery startups; announces first awardees											

									
								
					
																	
			April 9, 2024						
									

				
				
				
				
									
    By ALEX ABBEDUTO & COLE LONGCOR Capitol News Illinois news@capitolnewsillnois.com Grocery startups can now apply for funding allocated in last year’s $20 million Illinois Grocery Initiative aimed at preventing and eliminating food deserts in Illinois. The Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity, which is administering the grants, is currently accepting applications in the second round…
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														Total Solar Eclipse											

									
								
					
																	
			April 8, 2024						
									

				
				
				
				
									
    Capitol News Illinois student photographers were on the scene in southern Illinois to capture the total solar eclipse on April 8, 2024. Photography by Lylee Gibbs and Dominique Martinez-Powell. Visit our Facebook page to see our full Total Solar Eclipse photo albulm. Read More:  ‘The great show in the sky’: Solar eclipse will once again…



				
				
				
				
			

			
					


			



	






		
		
		
					
    					
				
	
				[image: ‘The great show in the sky’: Solar eclipse will once again drive Illinois tourism]
					

	

			

		    
			
		
			

		
		
			
			
			
									
														‘The great show in the sky’: Solar eclipse will once again drive Illinois tourism											

									
								
					
																	
			April 8, 2024						
									

				
				
				
				
									
    By BETH HUNDSDORFER Capitol News Illinois news@capitolnewsillinois.com The total solar eclipse on the afternoon of April 8 will be visible over 128 miles throughout southern and southeastern Illinois, a phenomenon that is expected to bring up to 200,000 visitors to the eclipse’s prime viewing path. “We know this year’s solar eclipse will have an extremely…



				
				
				
				
			

			
					


			



	






		
		
		
					
    					
				
	
				[image: State spends $73 million to protect Illinois’ only undeveloped Lake Michigan shoreline]
					

	

			

		    
			
		
			

		
		
			
			
			
									
														State spends $73 million to protect Illinois’ only undeveloped Lake Michigan shoreline											

									
								
					
																	
			April 8, 2024						
									

				
				
				
				
									
    By COLE LONGCOR Capitol News Illinois clongcor@capitolnewsillinois.com A $73 million state-funded project in Lake County aims to stabilize the last undeveloped Lake Michigan shoreline in Illinois and help protect native endangered species. Illinois Beach State Park in Zion on the state’s northern border contains about 10 percent of Illinois’ Lake Michigan shoreline, with 6.5 miles.…



				
				
				
				
			

			
					


			



	






		
		
		
					
    					
				
	
				[image: Appeals court skeptical of Mike Bost’s case to stop ballot counts after Election Day]
					

	

			

		    
			
		
			

		
		
			
			
			
									
														Appeals court skeptical of Mike Bost’s case to stop ballot counts after Election Day											

									
								
					
																	
			April 7, 2024						
									

				
				
				
				
									
    By HANNAH MEISEL Capitol News Illinois hmeisel@capitolnewsillinois.com CHICAGO – A panel of federal appellate judges on Thursday seemed skeptical of legal arguments made on behalf of Republican U.S. Rep. Mike Bost, who claims Illinois’ law allowing counting of mail-in ballots for two weeks after an election is in violation of federal law. Bost’s late 2022…
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														Photographing History											

									
								
					
																	
			April 7, 2024						
									

				
				
				
				
									
    BY Dean Olsen Courtesy of the Illinois Times The date was Jan. 29, 2009, and Pat Quinn was sitting at his desk in the lieutenant governor’s office, writing notes for what would become his inaugural speech as governor while the state Senate, one floor above, considered voting to remove Rod Blagojevich from office. A few…



				
				
				
				
			

			
					


			



	






		
		
		
					
    					
				
	
				[image: ‘The great show in the sky’: Solar eclipse will once again drive Illinois tourism]
					

	

			

		    
			
		
			

		
		
			
			
			
									
														‘The great show in the sky’: Solar eclipse will once again drive Illinois tourism											

									
								
					
																	
			April 5, 2024						
									

				
				
				
				
									
    By BETH HUNDSDORFER Capitol News Illinois news@capitolnewsillinois.com The total solar eclipse on the afternoon of April 8 will be visible over 128 miles throughout southern and southeastern Illinois, a phenomenon that is expected to bring up to 200,000 visitors to the eclipse’s prime viewing path. “We know this year’s solar eclipse will have an extremely…
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				Cardinal Cupich celebrates Mass on ‘a special day’ at St. Cletus
			


					


		
	





	







			
		

	
	

		
						
				Comings & Goings: Freddy’s closes in Orland Park
			


					


		
	





	






			
		

	
	

		
						
				Cervantinos Authentic Mexican Restaurant opens in Palos Heights
			


					


		
	





	






			
		

	
	

		
						
				Oak Lawn welcomes second Panda Express restaurant
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				Baseball | LW West stays unbeaten, snaps Sandburg’s seven-game win streak
			


					


		
	





	







			
		

	
	

		
						
				Boys Volleyball | Sandburg runs win streak to three with wins over Hinsdale South, DG North
			


					


		
	





	






			
		

	
	

		
						
				Boys Volleyball | Marist still unbeaten after downing Glenbrook South
			


					


		
	





	






			
		

	
	

		
						
				Chicago Fire II to host Indy Eleven in U.S. Open Cup
			


					


		
	







	



	
		
	



	
		
		
	
		
			
	© 2024 Southwest Regional Publishing
	 | 
	Powered by Beaver Builder



					

	



	
		













